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verses has not yet been published; but that on
the women's verses has just been edited by Pro-
fessor Eduard Muller, of Bern, for the Pali Text
Society. With the help of this commentary my
wife wrote an account of these Buddhist lady scholars
for the Oriental Congress, held in London in 1892.
It is published in the Proceedings of the Congress,*
and affords a very instructive picture of the life they
led in the valley of the Ganges in the time of Gotama
the Buddha. It was a bold step on the part of the
leaders of the Buddhist reformation to allow so
much freedom, and to concede so high a position to
women. But it is quite clear that the step was a
great success, and that many of these ladies were as
distinguished for high intellectual attainments as they
were for religious earnestness and insight. A good
many of the verses ascribed to them are beautiful in
form, and not a few give evidence of a very high
degree of that mental self-culture which played so
great a part in the Buddhist ideal of the perfect life.
Women of acknowledged culture are represented as
being the teachers of men, and as expounding, to
less advanced Brethren or Sisters in the Order, the
deeper and more subtle points in the Buddhist
philosophy of life.

As I have not so far troubled you with quota-

* London, 1894, vol. i., pp. 344 to 361.